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Topic 1: relationships and social networks	

Aspect: online friendships ILT	 4
Aspect: intergenerational relationships ILT	 4
Aspect: intergenerational relationships PA	 5
Aspect: social media PA	 5
Topic-related vocabulary	 6

Topic 2: home and surroundings	

Aspect: smart homes ILT	 8
Aspect: urban quality of life ILT	 8
Aspect: development of vacant land PA	 9
Aspect: future home design PA	 9
Aspect: smart homes ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 10

Topic 3: fashion and trends

Aspect: body art ILT	 12
Aspect: beauty ideals and body  
standards ILT	 12
Aspect: body shaming PA	 13
Aspect: school uniforms PA	 13
Topic-related vocabulary	 14

Topic 4: nutrition, health and welfare

Aspect: smoking ILT	 16
Aspect: healthy lifestyles ILT	 16
Aspect: healthier school food PA	 17
Aspect: vaping PA	 17
Topic-related vocabulary	 18

Topic 5: sport	

Aspect: fitness technology ILT	 20
Aspect: extreme sport ILT	 20
Aspect: workplace fitness PA	 21
Aspect: school sport PA	 21
Topic-related vocabulary 	 22

Topic 6: education	

Aspect: tuition fees ILT	 24
Aspect: learning styles ILT	 24
Aspect: classroom etiquette PA	 25
Aspect: digital learning PA	 25
Topic-related vocabulary	 26

Topic 7: the world of work	

Aspect: employment benefits ILT	 28
Aspect: non-traditional careers ILT	 28
Aspect: curriculum vitae (CV) writing skills PA	 29
Aspect: workplace readiness skills PA	 29
Topic-related vocabulary	 30

Topic 8: hobbies and spare time activities	

Aspect: the importance of doing nothing ILT	 32
Aspect: gender inequality in leisure time ILT	 32
Aspect: the importance of hobbies PA	 33
Aspect: after-school-jobs PA	 33
Topic-related vocabulary 	 34

Topic 9: consumer society	

Aspect: materialism ILT	 36
Aspect: food waste ILT	 36
Aspect: food waste PA	 37
Aspect: conscious consumerism PA	 37
Topic-related vocabulary	 38

Topic 10: tradition and change	

Aspect: changes in family structures ILT	 40
Aspect: discoveries and inventions ILT	 40
Aspect: inventions of the last 30 years PA	 41
Aspect: generational differences PA	 41
Topic-related vocabulary	 42

Topic 11: transport and tourism	

Aspect: modes of transport ILT	 44
Aspect: trends and tendencies in tourism ILT	 44
Aspect: improving public transport PA	 45
Aspect: tourist traps PA	 45
Topic-related vocabulary	 46

Topic 12: political, historical and cultural aspects 

of English-speaking countries	

Aspect: the American Dream ILT	 48
Aspect: stereotypes ILT	 48
Aspect: events in American history PA	 49
Aspect: British culture PA	 49
Topic-related vocabulary	 50

Topic 13: arts and culture	

Aspect: traditional and modern art ILT	 52
Aspect: music festivals ILT	 52
Aspect: reimagining art museums PA	 53
Aspect: literature projects PA	 53
Aspect: books ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 54

Topic 14: media	

Aspect: print media ILT	 56
Aspect: fake news ILT	 56
Aspect: newspapers and youth readership PA	 57
Aspect: cyberbullying PA	 57
Topic-related vocabulary	 58

Topic 15: communication	

Aspect: modern communication  
technology ILT	 60
Aspect: oral and written communication ILT	 60
Aspect: teen communication preferences PA	 61
Aspect: oral presentation skills PA	 61
Topic-related vocabulary	 62

Topic 16: nature and the environment	

Aspect: sustainability ILT	 64
Aspect: zero waste ILT	 64
Aspect: current environmental problems PA	 65
Aspect: sustainable living PA	 65
Aspect: global warming and climate  
change ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 66

Topic 17: modern technology	

Aspect: digital detox ILT	 68
Aspect: technology and plagiarism ILT	 68
Aspect: healthy living technology tools PA	 69
Aspect: digital detox PA	 69
Topic-related vocabulary	 70

Topic 18: planning your future	

Aspect: social media and its potential effect on pro-
fessional life ILT	 72
Aspect: volunteering ILT	 72
Aspect: teenage fears about the future PA	 73
Aspect: decluttering after leaving school PA	 73
Topic-related vocabulary	 74

Topic 19: intercultural matters	

Aspect: cultural and religious diversity ILT	 76
Aspect: cultural and social differences ILT	 76
Aspect: do’s and don’ts in Austria PA	 77
Aspect: integration of young refugees PA	 77
Aspect: equality ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 78
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Topic 20: growing up	

Aspect: role models ILT	 80
Aspect: child development ILT	 80
Aspect: American movie stereotypes	 81
Aspect: teenage identity	 81
Aspect: teenage insecurities ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 82

Topic 21: politics and public institutions 	

Aspect: social and political activism ILT	 84
Aspect: trust in institutions ILT	 84
Aspect: youth political participation PA	 85
Aspect: the European Union PA	 85
Topic-related vocabulary	 86

Topic 22: globalisation	

Aspect: global and local markets ILT	 88
Aspect: inclusive globalisation ILT	 88
Aspect: national identity PA	 89
Aspect: language school trips PA	 89
Aspect: global citizenship ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 90

Topic 23: minorities and cultural identity	

Aspect: disability and inclusion ILT	 92
Aspect: racial equality ILT	 92
Aspect: inclusive education PA	 93
Aspect: LGBTQ+ inclusive school PA	 93
Aspect: disability and inclusion ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 94

Topic 24: rules and laws	

Aspect: youth crime ILT	 96
Aspect: youth laws and age limits ILT	 96
Aspect: school policy PA	 97
Aspect: preventing youth crime PA	 97
Topic-related vocabulary	 98

Topic 25: immigration / emigration	

Aspect: attitudes towards immigration ILT	 100
Aspect: cultural diversity ILT	 100
Aspect: Austrian identity PA	 101
Aspect: multicultural Britain PA	 101
Aspect: refugees ILT	 online
Topic-related vocabulary	 102

Topic 26: modern lifestyles	

Aspect: “full nest syndrome” ILT	 104
Aspect: van life ILT	 104
Aspect: sharing economy PA	 105
Aspect: school support for vegans PA	 105
Topic-related vocabulary	 106

Speaking strategies

Individual long turn (ILT)	 108
Paired activity (PA)	 110

What to expect during your speaking exam – Regelschule (> Schulversuch > p. 112)

Your speaking exam will consist of two parts. There will be two English teachers present. Your own classroom English 
teacher will be the interlocutor. She / he will introduce the tasks, guide / moderate the exam and be your dialogue part-
ner. The second English teacher will just listen to what you say and take notes on your speaking performance. She / he 
will be the assessor. 

Part 1 | Individual long turn

•	What will be in part 1? Three bullet points will tell you what to cover in your speech. First, you will 
be given a prompt in the form of pictures / graphs / cartoons / quotes / 
tweets to interpret. You will then have to answer two additional critical 
thinking questions related to the topic presented in the prompt.

•	Which topic will I address? You will draw two topics from a pool of 18 and then decide on one of 
them. The topic for parts 1 and 2 will be the same.

•	You will have to talk: on your own

•	How long will I have to speak? 5 minutes without interruption

•	How much preparation time will I have? a minimum of 15 minutes total for parts 1 and 2

Part 2 | Paired activity

•	What will be in part 2? You will have to engage in a dialogue with your classroom English teach-
er. You will be presented with a specific situation and five suggestions in 
the form of bullet points. During your dialogue you will have to exchange 
ideas, express and justify opinions, agree or disagree, suggest and final-
ly reach a decision through negotiation. It is okay to agree to disagree in 
the end.

•	Which topic will I address? The topic for parts 1 and 2 will be the same.

•	You will have to talk: with your English teacher 

•	How long will I have to speak? 10 minutes 
The entire speaking exam (parts 1 and 2) should last 10 to 20 minutes. 

•	How much preparation time will I have? a minimum of 15 minutes total for parts 1 and 2 

The use of a dictionary will not be allowed. 
Each part of the exam will account for 50% (half) of your total mark.
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